IN HERITAGE

Jama ce Elo/ze ‘ 5th or 4th century BC

The Dama de Elche (Lady of Elche) IS an Iberian limestone sculpture that dates back to the hth or
Ath century BC. She was discovered by the farmer Manuel Gampello In a niche In the Alcudia
archaeological site, in the city of Elche, on the 4th of August, 1897. There 1s a lack of consensus In
the research community about the symbolism and the role of the Dama de Elche. Over fime
different hypotheses have been evaluated, 1t IS thought that she might have been a goddess, 4
priestess. a queen or a worshipper. She IS currently on display at the National Archaeological
Museum of Madrid EI
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IN HERITAGE

Recreation of the image of the time (Image courtesy of the MAHE)
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16th century

Isabel Caro was the first camarera (an
honorary position of being in charge of
looking after and preparing the image of
the Virgin Mary), she was also the first
woman to be given the role of protector of
la Festa (the annual patron saint
celebrations of the city). Thanks to the
money that she left in her will. which dates
back to 1523, she managed to promote and
perpetuate the celebration of the Misteri
d'ElX.

This will is the oldest written reference
about La Festa, in which Isabel Caro stated
that she had an image of the Virgin Mary at
home that, each year, on the 14th of August
in the afternoon, was taken to the Basilica
de Santa Maria in a solemn procession.
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IN HERITAGE

Huerto de San Placido, women working on the white
palm fronds.

.
o —

Woman working on the White Palm Frond. selling the White Palm Fronds on the streets in Alberic
[Valencia).

the Palmeral

The production and the weaving of the white palm frond IS extremely painstaking artisan work that
Involves using ancient techniques that have been passed down from generation to generation,
transforming the white palm fronds into one of the symbols of our city. This art exists thanks to many

families In Elche, namely the women, master craftswomen, who were in charge of keeping this tradition
alive, creating culture through their hands.

Every Palm Sunday, the white palm fronds accompany the procession that has been celebrated, at least,
from 1371, and 1t was declared to be a Festival of International Tourist Interest Spain in 1997.

a woman's gaze
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IN POLITIGS
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”Iarlf Carm Garouv
Ferréaneles Elche, 1891 - Madrid, 1936

In 1925, with the Directorio of Primo de Rivera (a military directory
that consisted of eight senior military commanders with himself
as President) she was appointed councillor, becoming part of the
Municipal Commission for Charity and Health. During the Second
spanish Republic she was leader of the Accion Civica de la Mujer
(women’s group of the conservative party Derecha Regional
Agraria), from when it was created in Elche, on the 19th of June,
1932. which is why she was persecuted. She was murdered in
Madrid by a militant of the CNT from Elche, on the 8th of
september, 1936, together with Asuncion Parreno Garcia.

Asuncibn Parreis G arcia

tiche, 1905 - Madrid, 1936

Housewife with profound religious beliefs. Persecuted for her
jdeas, she sought refuge in Madrid during the Civil War and she
was located by a militant of the CNT from Elche. He murdered her
on the 8th of September, 1936, together with Mari Carmen Garcia
Ferrandez.

tiche, 1907-1993

She served as a militia woman at the front in Madrid. She joined
the Juventudes Socialistas (Socialist organisation for young
people) in 1930 and, together with other women, she formed the
Grupo Femenino Socialista (Female Socialist Group). In 1937 she
also got involved in the Junta de Auxilio Familiar and worked as
assistant secretary of International Red Aid. She went into exile to
return to Elche in 1964. She was the honorary president of the
Agrupacion Socialista llicitana until she died.
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IN THE SHOE INDUSTRY

Photo1: ESpadrille factory of Juan Orts Miralles (1912]
Photo?2: Stitching workshop, girls working in the 19508.

Photo3: Workers in the factory of Antonio Martinez Macia Pin

Photo4: Shoemakers in Ripoll factory (1955)

[he shoe Industry In Elche started midway through the 19th century, with handmade production that focused on
gspadrilles. Initially, 1t was work that was mainly done by women and even girls. Some worked In factories and
workshops, and, many others, at home. This group of workers has contributed, in an exceptional way, to making Eiche
the leading footwear production centre of Spain.

Josefa Soto Navarro, after the death of her husband In 1912, continued on with

the business under the trade name Viuda de Perez Sanchez. In Elche she was

known as the widow of Pérez, and indeed, she and the shoe factory, had that

name. She had six children: Vicente, Juan, Gaspar, Jose, Teresa and [\nﬂﬂl, ner

s - FRRL U — sons helped her run the family business. In 1936, the company changed ItS
Josefa beside her son, her granddaushter and great-oranddaughter. ~ [1AME t0 Hijos de Vicente Pérez Sanchez.
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IN THE POLIGE FORGE

En 1972, with the mayor Vicente Quiles, elght women joined the Local Police unit of Elche, It was the first year of female
police officers. In those days, only single women or widows could join the police force, So many of them had to give up
thelr dream to get married. Others, however, resumed their professional career when this was no longer required, but
some had to change profession and, they even postponed their wedding.

«\We paved the way, we have to continue so that finally we are all equal>, said Francisca Ballester, one of the first eight
policewomen who were hired.

BIENVENIDA TOME - FRANCISCA BALLESTER
MARIA NIEVES CECILIA HERMINIA URENA
MARIA ASUNCION BANON

MARIA LUISA VERA ENCARNA SANCHEL
ANA MARIA ONCINA

FIRST YEAR OF POLICEWOMEN

Directing traffic on Canalejas bridge in 1977.

Gollage from Bienvenida Tome.
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IN SPORI

Female cyclists on
Ganalejas bridge.

The bicycle was a tool for emancipation, which has
favoured the Independence and the autonomy of
women since the 19th century.

Women on bicycles parade 1949.

The Elche Handball Club was founded In 1958.
Throughout history, Elche handball Nas SUPPIEd tNe cumsssiorermswiases ot s
national team with many female players. The sepior ' e RS
female team of the Club is currently a senior member of
the highest national category. There were extraordinary
women who fought to be able to play a football match,
because they were only allowed to play basketball and
handball. The Club Femesala, the women’s indoor
foothall team, was set up in 1995 and the Eiche CF
Femenino was set up in 2003.

Women playing football in honour of Miguel Quirant
(23rd of February, 1971)

Carmen Sanchez and Milagros Dolado playing in the
Female Handball team In the Sports Park (1960s)
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Thanks to the Influence of her godmother Fuensanta, she began to follow
Ner passion for music and dance. At the mere age of 3 She joined a dance

school and years later she got Into the Conservatory of Music, Dance and
Dramatic Arts In Murcia.

In 1962, and after getting married, she settled In Elche for good, where
years later she opened the first professional classic ballet school In the
CILY.

She practiced her profession for thirty years, although she was forced to
give up dancing due to health problems. In 2009 she founded the classic
pallet association for young people called Asociacion de Ballet Joven
Ilidanc Classic that she was the president of, with the objective of
preserving the value of classical dance In Elche.

PHOTO PROVIDED BY THE FAMILY Ma Garmen Baeza
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Pola Liedo creating in 2010

“Autorretrato™ (Self-portrait) by Pola Liedo Pola Liedo in the 1960$
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Elche, 1924-2015

She studied at the Academy of Fine Arts called Escuela Superior de
Bellas Artes de San Garlos (Valencial, and she was one of the first
women to graduate In Fine Arts In the city. She was involved in the
plastic arts revival movement that emerged In the 19308 and1360s,
and she was one of the most Influential Individuals In the
foundation of the Gontemporary Art Museum. She was recognised
as being one of the best abstract artists from Elche, and she
gXnibited her paintings in Madrid, Barcelona and Valencia. She was
alS0 part of the contemporary avant-garde of the mid twentieth
century, when women were hardly visible in art, and she became a
ploneer In the fight for equal rights for all women.
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IN LAW

AMploNe -Eleh Ul

She completed her secondary education In Murcia, at the Instituto
Femenino Saavedra Fajardo. After that, she studied a degree In Law at
Murcia University, between the years 1950 and 1953. Together with
another classmate, they were the only two women of their year.

In 1959, she married the lawyer Basilio Fuentes, and they moved to Elche,
where they set up a law firm. In 1972, she became the first registered
female lawyer of Elche In the bar association called llustre Golegio de
Abogados de Elche. She specialised In a branch of 1aw that she called
Lawyers for Women, and she managed to process the marital separation

— 0f many clients free of charge wnen they needed help.

JARD‘ She was a lawyer of the Association of Separated Women of Elche and she

© CEFERINA SORIANO gave conferences, she took part In talks and round table discussions on
Divorce law.

In 2015, she was awarded the Merit Medal In the Law Practice for her
countless personal and professional achievements. In 2016, she was
awarded the Cross of Merit in the Law Practice, granted by the General
Gouncil of Spanish Lawyers.

Receiving the Merit Medal in the Law Practice from the
chairwoman of the

General Gouncil of Spanish Lawyers

Mrs Victoria L. Ortega Benito
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FShe was the oldest daughter of a shoemaker, Joaquin Lozano, and his
wife, @ seamstress, Vicenta Gampello who encouraged her to continue

on WIth her academic education In a context that was not normal In
those aays.

She worked as a language and literature teacher at the secondary
school called Asuncion de Nuestra Senora de Elche, where hundreds of
students from Elche studied until 1t was closed down, In 1963.

In 1946 she married the artist from Elche Sixto Marco, with whom she
CARRER . . .
CELIA LOZANO nad two children. Gelia Lozano was a dedicated teacher who was very

popular with the students and to this day, she IS remembered as being
the teacher who helped many generations.
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Photo 1: Girls at school in the little village of Derramador (1940)

Photo 2: Golegio de Jesuitinas in the 19508

Photo3: Students at school in Las Bayas d ‘If s gale

Photo 4: School in the 1940.
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IN HEALTh

Gloria lived with her maternal grandparents. Her grandfather, Pascual
Roman, was the first mayor of the city when the second Republic was
proclaimed. While she was studying she met her future husband,
Francisco Garcia, and they both went into Medicine, she studied in
Madrid and he studied in Valencia.

When she graduated, together with four other women, She chose

paediatrics as her speciality, a very common formula among female
graduates of her time, to avoid the complication of having to look after
adult males. She went back to Elche as the first women to practice
medicine and, because of her work, she was also the first woman to
drive a car In Elche.

Glorla Minana earned the respect and the
recognition of the population to such an extent that
ner hushand was known as the marit de Da Gloria,
and her children, els fills de Da Gloria.

Gloria the only woman who appears Doctor Mifana
in the general guide of Elche (1946). Roman working.

In healthcare nursing was a position for women.

s Team of nurses at the outpatient’s department of San Fermin in the 1950.
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AGRIGULTURE AND LIVESTOCK

Although the economy of Elche 1S determined to a great extent by the prominence of Industry and
services, agriculture also plays an important role given the vast expanse of the municipal district (326
km2, out of which only 3% IS taken up by the urban areal and the close interdependence that exists
petween the countryside and the city.

‘\.

Women picking cotton in the Camp d’EIX.
[Asaja Mujeres)

The women from the Gamp 0’EIX (countryside of Elche) have always worked in agricultural and livestock
activities, and even though these activities were part of the so-called “domestic chores”, admittedly /., . 7o
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Without their hard work and contributions many farms would not have [asted over time. %

The following exhibit shows women from the |/~ CN
camp d’Elx working on the family farm they R
Were wage-earning women and. finally, women

in their own companies. both in the agricultural

and the livestock sector. which is the most

common nowadays.
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| A L ORI e TS LA Ty Woman looking after the animals in a house in the

Women selecting dried fiora peppers in Ia Marina, 1960s. (Asaja Mujeres) “?ggtfrnvtso'gfaﬁ:gtu"el %‘g‘&l}gﬁgfgggpnaIg:rr?a":,mﬂl:m
Un patrimonio recuperado”. Cubicat Ediciones,
2014. p. 211.

The transformation of the rural world involves the change of the role and the position of women In It, as an essential and
Indispensable element for the progress and the development of the rural areas. Examples of today’s rural women from our cIty:

As well as this productive role, rural women are
in charge of preserving and sharing a large
number of cultural traditions that have
continued over the years thanks to their work
and dedication to these: gastronomy,
handicrafts... Finally, in the development of
their productive role, rural women Show @
preference for environmentally friendly
production systems, just like In the case of
organic livestock farming and agriculture.
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WRITERS AND GOMMUNICATORS

ELISA BRUFAL

RN M Fiche, 13th of July, 1919 - Paris, 17th of July, 2006

u n Ty __ Postwar Spanish writer. Born into a bourgeois family from Eiche. Being self-taught she

pegan her literary career from an early age, writing short stories and novels. ‘

)

s

0 = FIn 1957 her novel Siete puertas was runner-up in the Premio Planeta, which put her on the map. In this novel

SIETE PUERTAS she explored the role of the woman and the sexual freedom in a suffocating rural environment, where social
- rules were strict and the woman’s freedom was limited. She had to pay for the publication of the book herself.

—-

Elisa was known for her rebelliousness against the social norms of her time, because she felt misunderstood In her environment, so she decided
{0 leave Elche and finally she settled in Paris until her death.

Barcelona. 17th of January. 1941 - Elche. 29th of November, 2010

In 1952 she moved to Elche, together with her mother and sisters, to establish a school named Nuestra Senora
(e Monserrat In the Carras district . Four years later, in 1956, she auditioned for Radio Elche and this is how
she embarked on her career in radio, with a dedicated record programme. In 1980 she started working In Radio
Gadena Espanola, which later became Radio Nacional de Espana.

EIn March. 1987, she joined Teleelx, with her programme, “Las cosas de Lola”
that was broadcasted for twelve years. She collaborated with newspapers
such as Periodico Elche, Baix Vinalopo, Informacion, La Verdad and ABC.

In Elche It was customary to see her go for a stroll with her spectacular hats, her two-tone shoes and her contagious
happiness. On the 8th of March, 2017 a garden that was named after ner was opened in the central Avenida de [as
portes Valencianas.

Reme Sanz IS @ woman who has dedicated her whole life to the radio. After
embarking on her career as a communicator in Radio Monovar in 1960, when
she was only 15, she moved to Elche to join the personnel of Radio Elche as a
radio announcer.

Programmes such as Silueta de Ia ciudad, Emision de caridad, Navidad en |a radio, rabaje con masica, Musica 9
-12, Genero lirico and Apertura, among others, had this familiar female voice.

In 1993 and after ner time In Radio Elche, she continued her work In other media such as the press and
television. In December, 2020 she started working with version Radio with the Podcast of Reme Sanz.

In 2019 the City Council of Elche named the “Jardin Locutora Reme Sanz” after her in the Pla district, in
acknowledgement of her tremendous professional career and her active involvement in the society of Elche.
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THE FIRST GOUNGILLORS IN THE DEMOGRAGY

In April, 1979 the first municipal elections of the new
gemocracy In Spain were held. In Elche there were five
women with different 1deologies who actively burst Into
public and political life, and thelr Incorporation stood for a
great step towards equality between men and women.

Eiche, 10th of June, 1947 22"!1 of March, 2023

From an early age she was actively involved In politics and trade unionism, she was a militant and a member of the
local executive committee of the PSPV-PSOE. She was the first deputy mayor or councilior under the mandate of the
socialist mayors Ramon Pastor, Manuel Rodriguez, Diego Macia and Alejandro Soler, combining the work of municipal
councilior with that of deputy of Gongress. Her political career lasted more than three decades, until 2011.

Eiche, 14th of April, 1946

Member of the UGT banking trade union and a militant of the PSPV-PSOE from 1977. Atter the elections of 1979 she
held the position of councillor of Gulture, provincial deputy and first deputy mayor. She always said that this Initial
municipal corporation was the phase of hope, of pushing everyone in the same direction, when everything was yet
[0 De done.

Eiche, 4th of July, 1336

A member of the UCD youth from 1976. She was the youngest councillor of the first municipal corporation, and
B councillor of Parks and Lighting during the last two years of this first democratic corporation, because she wasn't old
NARIAJI]SEFA TORRES AMOROS | gnough to vote beforehand. She was also provincial deputy in the last year of this legislature.

x‘f

Greviliente, 1t of June, 1948

She was councillor of Statistics for the UGD until 1983 and once this political party disappeared, from the GDS she was
called for the 1iSts of the third legislature, where she was councillor again. She was also appointed provincial deputy
holding the position of Spokeswoman In the Alicante Provincial Gouncil, and she was the only female deputy In this
third legisiature. She agrees with other ex-counciliors that the first corporation was the best, bearing in mind the
uman relations that existed among the politicians of all the parties at that time.

Novelda, 20th of April, 1952
Member of the Cortes Generales (Spanish parliament) for the PSOE in 1977 to 1978. In 1979 she joined the PCE as Artistic

Activity councillor for the communist party, and then In 1981 she was also In charge of the Market area.
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FEMALE MEDAL WINNER ATHLETES

Her brother Aquilino starts her off in judo and she soon Stands out for her determination and power of concentration. She starts her sports career, marked
py success, winning her first gold medal in the Spanish Children’s Ghampionship of 1984. She IS one of the few sportswomen who has the triple crown:
0lympic, world and European gold.

Her prize list includes sports titles such as: 9 Spanish championships, gold Medal in the Mediterranean Games (Almeria. 2005), world champion in Paris (1997).
she has competed in 4 Olympic Games between 1996 and 2008, obtaining 2 Medals: bronze Iin Atlanta 1996 and gold in Sidney 2000. Flag bearer of the Spanish
Olympic team In the Olympic Games of Athens 2004

she belongs to the Royal Order of Sports Merit, she was awarded the Trofeo Reina Sofia for the best Spanish sportswoman, she has won awards from the
Provincial Gouncil of Alicante and the City Gouncils of Alicante and Eiche (Bimillenary Medal). The Sports Gentre of Torrellano IS named after her.

age of eight, standing out in all categories as left-wing plaver At the age of 15 she becomes the youngest player when she ITIﬂI(BS
her debut with the senior team of Elche Mustang, in First Division. S

Member of the Spanish youth, junior, Olympic and absolute teams, she Is, overall, one of the players who has defended the Spanish flag on the most s
pccasions. Olympic in Athens 2004. Bronze medal in the London Olympic Games in 2012. Silver medal in the European games of Macedonia in 2008 and bronze 5558
Medal in the World championships of Brazil in 2011, scoring a total of 97 goals for the Spanish Team. 2
she was awarded the Datil d’0r, by the press association called Asociacion de informadores de Eiche, the Best Sportswoman award from the Provincial ";"_h'” '-
Council, the Gold Medal from the City Council of Elche and the Gold Medal for Sports Merit from the Generalitat Valenciana (Regional Government of Valencia) &

| Elche. 6th of Avgust. 1985

She studied at the secondary school called Instituto Tirant lo Blanc. She IS a world champion of
rhythmic gymnastics for athletes with Down syndrome. She IS @ member of the Algar Sports Glub.
From an early age she has been involved In different sports and art disciplines.

Three-time world champion in ltaly 2022: Gold Medal In ball, gold Medal in ribbon and gold Medal in
rope and also a silver Medal In clubs. Prize for being the best sportswoman with functional diversity
from the province, awarded in the Sports Gala by the Alicante Provincial Council in 2023. She took part in the musical Simba's Big Adventure and she played
Ariel in the musical The Little Mermaid.
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S . Shehas competed In para Swimming In the absolute category since 2006. She began her career at the age of 6 and she has ShUWﬂ the WUrl[l

Sss@ that functional diversity is not an obstacle to achieving qoals.

HBI’ prize |ISI IHGIUUBS the Wurld Dwarf Games, in Guelph, Ganada (2017), where she won the gold Medal in the discus throwing event, silver Medal in the shot put and javelin events, and silver Medal
In the 100m breast-stroke, 100m butterfly , 100m freestyle and 50m breast-stroke events. Bronze medal in the 4xa0m freestyle event with the Spanish relay team in the World Para Swimming
European Championships in Reykjavik Island (2009). Spanish record for 50m butterfly, 100m butterfly, 100m breaststroke, 50m breaststroke and 200m freestyle.

she has won more than 50 Spanish GChampionship titles during her sports career and she has been voted best disanled athlete of Elche on two occasions (2006 and 2011) and best disabled athlete
of the province of Alicante on one occasion (2009).

El(}ﬂe 2181 Of June 1996

A gymnast with Down syndrome, she has trained with the sports club CD Algar of Elche Since she was 3 years old.
16 times champion In the Spanish Rhythmic Gymnastics GChampionship for People with Intellectual Disabilities,
(2008 - 2019 / 2021 - 2024); Runner-up in the Spanish Championships in 2020, as well as 4 times Spanish Champion for téam events. In the groups
category, she has been runner-up twice and 11 times Ghampion of Spain.

she won five gold Medals In the Trisome Games (First Olympic games for people with Down Syndrome) held in 2016, in the ribbon, clubs, hoop, ball and general category events. The same year, the
Regional Government of Valencia awarded her the premio 9 d’0ctubre In the sports merit category. She was declared World Champion of Rhythmic Gymnastics for athletes with Down syndrome,
neld in Germany, on the 7th of July, 2018 and runner-up In the Rythmic Gymnastics World Ghampionships for athletes with Down syndrome held in Italy, 2022.
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IN THE ARMY

lefania % 056?/ A[R TRAFFIC CONTROLLER OF THE ARMY
Eiche, 26th of September, 1981

she joined the Armed Forces at the age of 22, training at the military academy called Escuela de Tecnicas de seguridad y
gefensa In Zaragoza and three months afterwards she started her first military assignment at the paratrooper academy called
Escuela Militar de Paracaidismo "Mendez Parada" of Alcantarilla (Murcia) as air police.

In 2007 she joined the Spanish air and space force academy Academia Basica del Aire located in La Virgen del Camino (Leon),
{0 beqin her 2-year training and be internally promoted to Sergeant specialising in Gommand and Gontrol. Two years after that
she changed her posting as sergeant to be an air traffic controller in the control tower of the air base In Zaragoza. In 2011 she
pecame the 1St military air traffic controller at the ALA 14 of the air base of Albacete.

She has been decorated with 2 Medals: the Gross of Aeronautical Merit with white decoration and the Grand Gross of the Royal
and Military Order of Saint Hermenegild.

CORRDIA GV
tiche, 18th of September, 1382

she lived in the popular Garras district, she studied at the Colegio Casablanca and she joined the Spanish Air and
space Force at the age of 22 in the Escuadron de Zapadores Paracaidistas del Ejercito del Aire (EZAPAC), located in
Alcantarilla (Murcia), where she stayed until 2019. During this time, she went on 3 international assignments In
Afghanistan.

As well as becoming part of the Spanish Air Force's elite parachute demonstration team Patrulla Acrobatica del
Ejercito del Aire (PAPEA), where she stayed for 8 years, she completed 3500 jumps. In 2019 she joined the Guardia
Civl.

Precision paratrooper, better known as “Pluma Eli™ (Feather Eli), She won the individual female precision bronze
medal In the 56th National Military Parachuting Ghampionships.

Until 2022 she was the best precision paratrooper of Spain, giving up her crown to another young lady from Elche
Mamen Gomez Hurtado in 2023. She is now posted in Public Security in the top position of Rivas Vaciamadrid.

In 2019 she was awarded the prestigious woman in the armed forces prize “Soldado Idoia Rodriguez, Mujer en las
Fuerzas Armadas™, for her dedication, sacrifice and spirit of service as a soldier and a high-performance athlete,
and for being part of Patrulla Acrobatica de Paracaidismo del Ejército del Aire for 8 years. This helped her and her
colleagues from PAPEA, win the Gold Medal In the International Parachuting ForSkydive Tournament GISM In 2013 In
Switzerland.

SOLDIER

Eiche, 19th of October, 1383

The paratrooper from Elche, she grew up in the
popular Carras district, she studied at the C.P
Ramon Liull and in the secondary school Instituto Nit
de I’AIba.

She joined the Armed Forces at the age of 20, In the EZAPAG, where she trained for 11 years in topography, arms,
shooting, survival, combat and self-defence, among others. In 2016 she joined PAPEA (Spanish Air Force's elite
parachute demonstration team) and in 2023 she was voted the best precision paratrooper of §pain. On the 12th of
0ctober, 2023 she was given the honour to jump with the Spanish flag making her the first woman ever to do this on
the Dia de Hispanidad y de Ias Fuerzas Armadas (Golumbus Day). She has already completed 3000 jumps, many of
them In complicated scenarios that require great precision.

Ma Garmen nhas represented Spain and the Spanish Air and Space Force In national and international parachuting
exnibitions. She has also taken part in SIx assignments In Afghanistan as a tactical air control party specialist.
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